


Solar Sal 24

On a beautiful June day in Troy, New York, | sat
at the streetside table of a coffee shop eating
breakfast. I'd flown into Troy purely to view up
close and test drive the Solar Sal 24, a boat
reportedly able to run purely on solar power.
The weather was cooperating, having been
kind enough to drop from its spate of ninety
degree days to a more pleasant, forecast 80’s.

My first sight of the boat was as |
approached it from atop a seawall on the
Hudson River. From this viewpoint my first
reaction and conscious thought was that it's
just sitting there, fueling itself up. Its entire
roof of solar panels did not look out of
place, in fact they added a nice contrast to
the traditional look of the vessel.

My hosts were the Borton family, Alex Borton,
and his parents David and Harriet, the builders
of the Solar Sal 24. | met them all down on the
dock, and introductions were carried out all
around and conversation made while the boat
was given a quick washdown and readied for
the day. On completion | was invited onboard
and given a quick tour.



Access to the boat from aft is
via a surprisingly deep and
uncluttered swim platform
which gives you easy boarding
access to the cockpit.




The spacious interior area features a pair of
pilot seats at and across from the helm.
Forward are bench seating areas to port and
starboard with a central table, with storage
lockers located under sturdy seat base lids.

Fully forward is a separate compartment
which allows for further storage, or for the
fitting of an optional head in its own forward
compartment. A new model just launched
by the company reduces the size of this
compartment and extends the seating
forward in a wraparound design.
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| was invited to take the helm and take her out. Lines were
retrieved and | eased the throttle forward slightly with an initial
but very short feeling of trepidation as no noise was emitted,
yet we promptly gathered speed and steerage and made our
way out into the Hudson River for the day.

The experience of smooth operation was enhanced by an older
Trojan flybridge cruiser moving away from the dock just ahead
of us ... spitting exhaust fumes and noise as it lumbered away
from its berth with a few panicked and gearbox crunching
manoeuvers. To be honest, in comparison it was kind of
distasteful and | realized | was almost instantly becoming

a renewable energy boating snob.

The nicely positioned and equipped helm station is
rather simple due to not being cluttered with gauges.
Speed was shown. and a pair of compact little monitors
showed power charging/discharging and battery level.
Currently 99%.

This disturbed me at first. Why not 100%? But then the
realization that the battery charging system monitored
and controlled charge and gently ramped down the
charging as the batteries closed on full. The gauge was
just being technically unbiased and unerringly truthful.



We set off cruising easily, crossing to each side of the river,
circumnavigating several of the islands. Pleasantly taking in
the views with my hosts acting as local guides and pointing
out places of interest during breaks in the conversations. The
day passed in wonderful peace. The scenery on the river, the
back and forth conversation and stories. Still powering away
at a nice cruise.

99%.

Initially | had some doubts, I'll admit. Was the technology
and system sound | thought. Were there to be glitches or
problems that were explained away as growing pains,
and excuses made? Not a one. With the system’s
simplicity shining through the boat simply cruised as it
was supposed to.

In fact the only issue of the day was a little bit of an
amateurish panic on my part when, cruising at a steady
speed, | noticed the monitor go from charging to slightly
discharging. Had | done something wrong? Was this a
fatal flaw in the system? Before | could speak, thankfully,
we came out of the shadow of the bridge and charging
went positive again.




It was quite some time later, after an extended cruise, that |
asked my hosts about when we should head in. The day was
beautiful, company entertaining, boat calming to drive. There
seemed no reason to end the day, which typically on a smaller
boat occurs due to the need to visit the gas dock to top off.
But not us, we were at 99%.

Upon our return to the dock, as we approached and came
alongside, it was a welcome novelty to realize the throttle
could be gently eased to reduce the boats speed and then
smoothly halted with a small nudge of astern. No need to
drift, no clunks as ahead and astern were engaged, just
totally proportional control of speed from O on up.

Upon docking, the throttle was returned to neutral and |
looked down at the gauge.
99%.



While cruising the whole day, apart from one stretch where we went up
to full speed (and that unnoticed bridge structure) the Solar Sal 24 was
actively charging its batteries, constantly topping itself off. We arrived
back at the dock with the same reported amount of “fuel” as we left
with, 99%. | could not help but think that after the boat was hauled
onto its trailer it would be charging as it rode along the road. Sitting in
the driveway at home, charging. It would always be ready to go.

=

Equipped as she was, with a full bank of four Torqeedo

batteries, the Solar Sal 24 can run independently of her solar

panels for over 24 hours at a gentle cruise of four knots, or nine

hours at five knots. More than enough for night cruises around the
lakes, rivers, or waterways of your choice ... all in pure peace and quiet.

The further attractions of the Solar Sal 24 go further than its
facets as an electric boat.

Equipped with its solar panel package and an optional inverter,

it has the ability to provide a few kilowatts of AC power for
convenience appliances on board or for dockside lighting. In an
emergency it could be a small backup power system for a home
or for charging a car. In its various iterations the Solar Sal 24 can
cater to various needs and wishes dependent upon its level of
equipping and customization, and this makes it truly unique in
the marketplace - and adds more practical reasons to buy a boat!

www.solarsal.solar



